
DutchCu|ture 
Database
2019

Across the Globe
Throughout 2019, we tracked Dutch 
participation in 19,227 international 
cultural activities. These activities 
were spread across 212 countries, in 
3,010 cities across the globe. 3,736 
Dutch artists and cultural organiza-
tions from all artistic disciplines 
participated in these events.

Each year, DutchCulture tracks the 
international events that Dutch 
artists and cultural organisations 
produce and take part in abroad. 
This helps us understand the 
cultural impact of the Netherlands in 
other countries. The graphs and 
charts in this mapping provide an 
overview of the scope, scale, and 
characteristics of the Dutch Interna-
tional cultural presence.
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This heat map shows the distribu-
tion of activities across different 
countries. The blue circles indicate 
the top 50 cities for Dutch Interna-
tional cultural participation.
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Drenthe
Jack and the Weatherman
God Dethroned
Reinout Hellenthal
SteenhuisMeurs
Royal Tichelaar

Flevoland
BonteHond
Angerfist
Esmee van Loon
Leafs Sensei
Sevn Alias

Friesland
Maria Peters
Simone Lamsma
Amsterdam Klezmer Band
M.C. Escher
Jan Pieter Tuinstra

Gelderland
Brooks
De Staat
Delain
Kwatta
Johan Timmers

Groningen
Town of Saints
Rapalje
NOISIA
Vicetone
Ben van Gelder

North Brabant
Theatre Artemis
De Stilte
DJ Tiesto
Brennan Heart
Het Zuidelijk Toneel

North Holland
Anne Franke House
Oorkaan
R3HABD
World Press Photo
Mauskovic Dance Band

Overijssel
Bakermat
Bingo Players
Distillator
The Grand East
TAMTAM Objektentheater

South Holland
Johan de Meij
Armin van Buuren
NDT
San Holo
Joris Voorn

Utrecht
Jacob ter Veldhuis
Harriet Krijgh
Herman van Veen
Wolf & Moon
Nicky Romero

Zeeland
The Outside Agency
DJ Hidden
Jan van Munster
Katinka Polderman
Blof

Limburg
Andre Rieu
Wil Salden
Lot Vekeman
Yin Yin
Lesoir

Provincial  |
Activity

Artistic Discplines Per Province
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In 2019, we tracked the participation of 3,736 
Dutch artists in international cultural activities. 
Artists from every province were internationally 
active, although major metropolitan areas 
continue to dominate, with the four largest 
cities (Amsterdam, Rotterdam, the Hague and 
Utrecht) accounting for approximately 67% of 
activities.

Artist Participation 
Per Province
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Cultural  |
Events

This chart shows the top international cultural 
events for Dutch artists across the year. The 
circle represents the 2019 calendar year with 
the radial lines dividing the year into months 
(bright orange) and weeks (pale orange). The 
further out from the centre the event, the more 
Dutch artists participated in the event. The 
different colours of events represent different 
disciplines.

Key Cultural Events 
Across the Year
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Discipline  |
Breakdown

Top 5 artists per discipline by number of activities, 
decreasing in ranking from outer ring to inner ring.

Top 5 cities per discipline by number of activities, 
decreasing in ranking from outer ring to inner ring.
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London
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Saint Petersburg

Gwangju
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Moscow
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Job Heykamp
Formafantasma
Maja Houtman
Iris van Herpen
Willibrord Borger

Anne Frank
van Gogh
Rembrandt
RCE
Bjorn Stenvers

Toon Tellegen
Wytske Versteeg
Frank Westerman
Kader Abdolah
Margot Dijkgraaf

Geert Lovink
Jasper van Loenen

Studio Dust
Dutch Games Association

Wim van der Plas

World Press Photo
Pieter ten Hoopen

ULYSSES
Takahide Suzuki

Marina Otero Verzier
MVRDV

Novascape
SVP

UNStudio
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Artists from every discipline were internationally active in 2019. Music continues to dominate as a 
discipline, accounting for 50% activities, in large part due to the strong presence of Dutch DJ’s in the 

international music scene. However, it is important to understand that activities in each discipline are 
not necessarily comparible. The majority of music activities are single night events, whereas activities 

in the performing and visual arts are often part of a longer run exhibition, activities in literature are 
often translations distributed across the globe, and activities in design, digital culture, heritage and 

architecture are often related to large fairs, symposiums, conferences or research projects. 

Top Disciplines 2019

Top Disciplines 2019
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Changes Over  |
Time
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There was a marked increase in the number of international cultural activites that 
DutchCulture tracked in 2019. This is likely a result of a combination of the contin-
ued efforts of focused international cultural policy, increasing internationalization 

of the cultural industries around the world as well as a streamlining of our data 
collection processes. The top countries remain stable, all being countries that are 

either large (in size and/or cultural industry), close in cultural proximity to the 
Netherlands, or geographically close (or a combination of the three). 

Growth Over the Years

This chart shows the growth of activities by discipline 
from 2015 to 2019.

Discipline Change Across Time
This Chart shows the change in country ranking based 

on number of activities from 2015 to 2019.

Country Ranking Across Time
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